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APPROVED Minutes 

City of Kentwood  

Arts Commission 

July 23, 2018 

A. The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm. 

B. Roll Call:  

Members Present: Wendy BooydeGraaff, Clarkston Morgan, Jerry 

DeMaagd, Betsy Artz and Terry Schweitzer 

Others Present: Applicant Representative John Feris 

C. Election of Officers 

Motion by DeMaagd, supported by BooydeGraaff, to elect Artz as Chair and 

DeMaagd as Vice Chair. 

        -Motion Carried (5-0) 

        D.  Adoption of Bylaws 

Schweitzer reviewed the draft Arts Commission bylaws.  He noted that the 

document contained several provisions that were drawn verbatim from the 

ordinance adopted by the City Commission to create the Arts Commission.  

DeMaagd stated that he felt the review guidelines were too restrictive.  He 

suggested that Section III,1.d., which specifically excludes imagery depicting 

the female breast, would prohibit world renowned works of art.  Discussion 

ensued.  For the purposes of the application at hand there was a consensus 

to consider adoption of the draft by laws as submitted. 

Motion by DeMaagd, supported by BooydeGraaff, to adopt the bylaws as 

submitted. 

        -Motion Carried (5-0) 

        E. Adoption of Application Form 

Schweitzer reviewed the draft application form noting that it was very 

similar to the Mural Artwork Proposal Form developed and utilized by the 

City of Grand Rapids. 
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Motion by Morgan, supported by BooydeGraaff, to adopt the application 

form as submitted. 

        -Motion Carried (5-0) 

         F. Delta by Marriott Request 

Chair Artz opened the discussion.  Schweitzer provided an overview of the 

staff report. He noted the background history leading up to the application 

and the conscious effort to call out the review standards in the body of the 

staff report for the convenience of the Arts Commission.  He proceeded to 

highlight the photos contained within the staff report that depicted many 

of the buildings in the immediate vicinity of the Delta Hotel.  He expressed 

his surprise in the predominant use of brick and noted the only other 

exterior mural on the Qdoba Restaurant.  

John Faris introduced himself as the project representative and proceeded 

to point out that the Delta Hotel mural is already in place.  He provided a 

brief explanation of the events leading up to the installation of the mural 

on the hotel wall located closest to 28th Street. He noted that the building 

was renovated in the past year and the ownership has also changed.  His 

client is the new owner and the original renovation contractor has been 

replaced and the management of the hotel has also been recently replaced.  

He stated that they are continuing to work with city inspection staff to 

complete the remaining required repairs to the building including a new 

roof for the hotel. He acknowledged that in retrospect it may have been 

better to undergo a city review prior to the installation of the mural. 

Faris stated the new owner lives in North Dakota which, in part, accounts 

for his absence from this meeting.  This individual commissioned the mural 

however when he finally viewed it in person he expressed some regret.  So 

even though it was commissioned and constructed to be in place up to 5 

years, they are seeking to leave it in place through the next summer (June, 

2019).  Faris characterized the south wall on which the mural is placed as 

bland.  He noted that the main access into the hotel is located to the north 

and west.   
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Faris explained that the mural was affixed to alpha paneling which is the 

same material used to make road signs.  The paint used is oil based and the 

same paint they use to paint playgrounds.  Because of its durability, it is 

weather resistant, easy to clean and will not fade, chip nor be damaged by 

pedestrians. He stated the mural is already protected with anti-graffiti 

coating. The paneling is bolted to the wall.   

Schweitzer expressed agreement with the comments offered by 

BooydeGraaff and Morgan relative to the compatibility of the mural with 

the character and architectural style of the building and surrounding area 

even though previous public art has not historically existed in the 

surrounding area.  He did not feel the mural had an effect on traffic safety 

nor was the mural content or narrative patently offensive as measured by 

contemporary community standards.  

In response to questions by Morgan concerning the applicant’s goal and 

any feedback received from patrons, Faris stated that his client is seeking 

approval to retain the art that is in place through next June.  They also wish 

to come back for another art display in the future. He was not aware of any 

commentary from patrons in the past year concerning the mural. 

Artz indicated that it was her understanding that the hotel has undergone 

an extensive interior remodel.  She questioned if there was any correlation 

between the exterior mural and the interior remodel.  Faris was not aware 

of any connection between the artwork in these areas. 

Faris proceeded to talk about the uptick in activity within the hotel.  They 

are doing well and just reached 100% occupancy of available rooms.  He 

indicated that he was not aware of any plans to extend the art display to 

other exterior walls citing the cost/benefit of installing a mural on walls 

with less exposure and/or many windows. 

DeMaagd prefaced his initial discussions on the merits of the request by 

disclosing that he possessed 25 shares of Marriott common stock in his 

retirement portfolio.  The other commission members expressed gratitude 

for the disclosure but it was not considered to be a material factor 

representing a conflict of interest.  DeMaagd began by describing himself as 

a “self-taught architectural historian”.  He indicated he researched recent 
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literature relating to the trend of hotels to use art to distinguish themselves 

from their competition. He characterized this installation as a promotion of 

the hotel rather than a promotion of the art which he felt was contrary to 

the Arts Commission ordinance. He felt the art “applied after the fact” was 

not compatible with the architecture of the building, specifically calling out 

the mural’s covering of the “belt course”. 

Artz expressed concern with the overall size of the mural relative to the 

wall to which it is attached as well as the manner in which the mural was 

installed without city approval. 

BooydeGraaff commented on the relative consistency amongst the long 

rectangular shape of the building wall, the mural itself and the objects 

within the mural.  She did not find the mural to be incompatible with the 

character of the area. 

Morgan felt there was merit in the size and coloring within the mural as 

well as the linear and parallel lines of the mural relative to the building wall.  

He did not view the downlighting of the mural to be a distraction to passing 

motorists or pedestrians.  He felt the Delta Hotel building compared well 

with the architecture in the area and the addition of the mural was a 

positive distinction. 

DeMaagd restated his opposition to the size of the mural and its coverage 

of the “belt course” as well as the 2x4 board along the back side of the 

inner edge of the mural. 

Morgan noted that the Arts Commission had the options to approve, deny 

or approve with conditions the request at hand. Discussion ensued 

regarding the prospect of removing or reducing the size of the existing 

mural by removing horizontal or vertical sections.  

 

Motion by Artz, supported by BooydeGraaff, to approve the request to 

retain the existing mural through the end of June, 2019 based upon the 

submitted materials and statements made by the applicant’s 

representative this evening conditioned on the applicant’s provision of 

detail on the sectioning and mounting of the mural to the wall. 
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    -Motion Carried (4-1)-DeMaagd Dissenting 

Morgan suggested that the applicant take into account the subsequent 

need to restore/clean the brick and foam/plaster concealed behind the 

mural.  Pursuant to the recommendation of the City Attorney, Schweitzer 

indicated he would contact the applicant’s representative to request that 

they withdraw their appeal (#V-17-20) to the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

         G. Commissioners Comments 

There were suggestions to consider modifications to the Arts Commission 

ordinance and/or bylaws to address the prospect of extensions to art 

display venues, perpetual approvals of art display venue requests and 

associated perpetual maintenance plans and associated funding.  In 

addition, review of Section III, 1 d.   

           H. Adjournment 

 Motion by Schweitzer, supported by DeMaagd, to adjourn.   

         -Motion Carried (5-0)- 

The meeting adjourned at 8:30pm 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

Terry Schweitzer 

Secretary 

 

  

  

 

 



Minutes* 

City of Kentwood  

Arts Commission 

October 29, 2018 

A. The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm. 

B. Roll Call:  

Members Present: Wendy BooydeGraaff, Clarkston Morgan, Jerry 

DeMaagd, Betsy Artz and Terry Schweitzer 

Others Present: Applicant Tim Volkema 

C. Minutes  

Motion by Schweitzer, supported by Morgan, to approve the Minutes of 

the July 23, 2018 Arts Commission.         

      -Motion Carried (5-0) 

Given the passage of time since the last Arts Commission meeting, Chair 

Artz requested that Schweitzer review the purpose of the Arts Commission.  

Schweitzer proceeded to review City Commission Resolution #48-17 

whereby the Arts Commission was given the authority to review and decide 

upon proposals for the outside display of art on private property visible 

from the public right-of-way.   

D. Schuil Coffee, 3679-29th Street, SE 

Tim Volkema, owner of Schuil Coffee, presented his request.  He recounted 

that he had purchased the business 1 ½ years ago and he is in the process 

of updating his branding by evaluating his product line of flavored coffees, 

developing a new website, new packaging and promotion. The majority of 

their business pertains to the processing and sale of the coffee beans, 

which they intend to maintain and expand. 

 

The graphic designer responsible for the new packaging created the mural 

design for which he is seeking approval as an art display venue.  Volkema 

indicated that he and his sign contractor recently visited with Schweitzer 

and learned of the review process for the mural.  He explained that the sign  
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was designed to comply with the city’s zoning regulations and the 

background mural was scaled to the sign. 

 

Volkema stated that the mural is intended to convey the existence of the 

coffee shop and to welcome the public to experience the quality of the 

product.  He noted the artwork speaks to the nature of the coffee roasting 

business while blending in with the surrounding buildings.  The leaves 

within the mural are from the coffee bean plant and there are several 

coffee “cherries” also depicted.  The mural would be approximately 800 

square feet in area and applied/displayed on the south and west building 

elevations. 

 

Volkema indicated, in anticipation of colder fall weather, the brick had been 

recently painted gray.  If the mural design were to be approved, he would 

immediately commission the application of the mural.  

 

Discussion ensued regarding the evaluation of the request relative to the 

standards of review. 

• Compatibility with the character and architectural style of the building 

and building façade. 

DeMaagd commented that the mural represented an attractive 

design for the building and that the awning portrayed in the colored 

exhibit would be a good design feature to retain.  BooydeGraaff 

voiced agreement and Schweitzer added that the mural graphics 

were complementary to the new wall sign.  The applicant was also 

complimented for making use of a local designer/muralist. 

•Compatibility with the character of the surrounding area, including 

without limitation consideration of whether an art display has historically 

existed or occurred in the area.  

The Commission reviewed and discussed the pictures of nearby 

businesses contained within the staff report.  None of the businesses 

in the immediate area contained exterior art display.  Morgan 

commented that the proposed mural was attractive and at least as 



compatible with the surrounding area as the bright yellow exterior of 

the nearby Adventures Learning Centers-Kentwood.  

•Effect on safety. The art display shall not create optical illusions or visual 

distortions that would represent a distraction for motorists or obstruct clear 

vision for motorists, pedestrians and/or non-motorized users.  

Morgan and DeMaagd commented that the proposed mural was not 

anticipated to represent a distraction or obstruct clear vision for 

passing motorists, pedestrians and/or non-motorized users.   

• Does not include imagery or language that describes or depicts, in a 

manner patently offensive as measured by contemporary community 

standards, sexually or excretory activities or organs (which include the 

female breast) or similar matters. 

There was general agreement that the mural did not violate this 

standard.  

•Complies with any permitted conditions imposed as part of site plan 
approval by the staff review team.  

Schweitzer noted there was a parking issue between Schuil and the 
neighbor to the west which had arisen a number of years ago.  He 
questioned whether this issue might resurface.  There is a shared 
access easement over the 29th Street driveway serving the two 
businesses.  Volkema indicated that his has good rapport with the 
neighbor and their respective businesses have complimentary 
hours of operation.  He indicated the hours of operation for the 
retail sales of coffee is: week days 9:00am to 6:00pm; Saturday, 
9:00am to 4:00pm; and closed Sunday. 

       

Motion by Morgan, supported by BooydeGraaff, to approve the request of 

Tim Volkema for Schuil Coffee to apply a mural on the building at 3679-29th 

Street, SE as depicted in the applicant’s application dated 10-10-18.  The 

approval is based upon the submitted materials and statements made by 

the applicant’s representative this evening and conditioned on the 

applicant’s pledge to apply the anti-graffiti, touch up the mural at least 

annually and re-apply the anti-graffiti coating at least every five years. 

   -Motion Carried (5-0)- 



         E. Commissioners Comments 

The Commission discussed the prospect of an expanded role along the lines 

of the Mission Statement of the former Kentwood Arts Advisory Committee 

“…to discuss issues, foster collaboration on projects and brainstorm ideas 

to encourage greater community involvement in the arts.”  Morgan noted 

the 50 Year Anniversary celebration in 2017 which included a celebration of 

the numerous and diverse cultures that call Kentwood home.  He went on 

to describe a vision of collaborating with the local schools to create periodic 

cultural displays within the community.  He was encouraged to develop a 

conceptual framework for his vision and share it back to the group. 

           H. Adjournment 

 Motion by Schweitzer, supported by DeMaagd, to adjourn.   

         -Motion Carried (5-0)- 

The meeting adjourned at 7:15pm 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

Terry Schweitzer 

Secretary 
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